
Rationale for Constitutional Change 
(Under ARTICLE 5: Statement of Faith) 

“Doctrinal Statement on Marriage, Gender, and Sexuality” 

As you consider whether it is wise to include a stronger doctrinal statement in our 
constitution concerning sexuality, you’ll want to know our rationale. 

Over the last few years, we have strengthened our statement on Marriage and 
Homosexuality; but, in the last few years, something unexpected has surfaced in 
our culture: a confusion about gender. If you ask the average co-ed at Harvard 
whether someone’s gender is fixed, they will say: “No, you should be able to 
‘identify’ any way that is right for you.” This, of course, is contrary to what the 
Scriptures teach. 

Considering this cultural trend, which includes an expanding non-biblical worldview 
concerning sexuality, our Leadership Team thinks it is wise to make a stronger 
doctrinal statement on these matters. Is this about shielding ourselves from liability 
should someone try to sue Lighthouse? It is true that churches are sometimes 
targeted by the LGBTQ community, so that is a concern. However, much more 
important is clarity about our Scriptural beliefs and encouragement to live in light 
of those beliefs. Anyone who joins Lighthouse should know that this is what we 
believe about marriage, gender and sexuality. 

We know that by putting this in print, the LGBTQ community may be potentially 
offended. We’re saddened by that, but we want you to know that Lighthouse will 
always welcome and graciously care for all who want to associate with our Christ-
centered family. This includes people who have identified themselves as part of the 
LGBTQ community, but who now want to follow and obey Jesus. We will always 
treat each person with dignity, respect and a listening ear. 

Having said that, we must align our lives with God’s design as detailed in the Bible.  
This includes the issues of marriage, gender and sexual orientation. Yes, we 
sometimes fall short of these ideals; but, when we do fall short, we turn to God in 
repentance to receive His grace, forgiveness and transformation. 

In the long run, our chief concern is to invite everyone to know Jesus and surrender 
to Him as Lord. When that is true, a person then submits his or her sexuality to 
Christ and is transformed by His presence. 


