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8Before the men lay down, she came up to them on the roof 9and said to the men, “I know that  
the LORD has given you the land, and that the fear of you has fallen upon us, and that all the 
inhabitants of the land melt away before you. 10For we have heard how the LORD dried up the 
water of the Red Sea before you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to the two 
kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and Og, whom you devoted to 
destruction.11And as soon as we heard it, our hearts melted, and there was no spirit left in any 
man because of you, for the LORD your God, he is God in the heavens above and on the earth 
beneath. 12Now then, please swear to me by the LORD that, as I have dealt kindly with you, you 
also will deal kindly with my father’s house, and give me a sure sign 13that you will save alive my 
father and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them, and deliver our lives 
from death.” 14And the men said to her, “Our life for yours even to death! If you do not tell this 
business of ours, then when the LORD gives us the land we will deal kindly and faithfully with 
you.” Joshua 2:8-14 (English Standard Version)  

 

GOD OFTEN USES THE UNLIKELY FOR HIS KINGDOM PURPOSES.  

11“And as soon as we [the people of Jericho] heard it, our hearts melted, and there was no spirit 

left in any man because of you, for the LORD your God, He is God in the heavens above and the 

earth beneath.” Joshua 2:11 (ESV) 

31By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she had 
given a friendly welcome to the spies. Hebrews 11:31 (ESV) 

Rahab was transformed by faith – a willingness to see and reorient our identity 
and life around the reality of God’s presence. 

 

“Define yourself radically as one beloved by God. This is the true self. Every 
other identity is illusion.” -Brennan Manning 

 

“UNLIKLIES” TRANSFORM THEIR WORLD AS THEY RESPOND IN FAITH AND 
SURRENDER. 

A. FAITH SURRENDERS EVERY OTHER IDENTITY. 

Our identities are the fundamental PRINCIPLES by which we define 
ourselves.  



                                            

27For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28There is 
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, 
for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s 
offspring, heirs according to promise. Galatians 3:27-29 (ESV) 

 

B. FAITH SURRENDERS APATHY. 

24You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone. 25And in the 
same way was not also Rahab the prostitute justified by works when she received 
the messengers and sent them out by another way? 26For as the body apart from the 
spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead. James 2:24-26 (ESV) 

 

C. FAITH SURRENDERS TIMIDITY. 

24And they said to Joshua, “Truly the LORD has given all the land into our hands. And 
also, all the inhabitants of the land melt away because of us.” Joshua 2:24 (ESV) 

 

 

TAKE HOME TRUTH: GOD OFTEN USES THE UNLIKELY TO DO THE IMPOSSIBLE 
AS WE RESPOND WITH FAITH AND SURRENDER. 

 

WHERE IS GOD INVITING YOU TO FAITH? 
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